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Monroe To Remember 911 on the Stepney Green 

 

 

MONROE, August 19, 2021— The Save Our Stepney Task Force (SOS) will place 2,977 small 

white flags on the Stepney Green in remembrance of those who perished in the terrorist attack on 

the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and on United Airlines Flight 93 that crashed in 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania. The flags, along with a temporary reflection pool are being installed 

to commemorate the 10th year anniversary of the 911 tragedy. 

The 911 Memorial installation will begin Saturday, September 10th at 3:00pm and will 

remain on the Green until Saturday, September 17th.  In addition to the flags, that will surround 

the gazebo, there will be a reflection pool inside the gazebo with candles available for members 

of the community to light and float in the water.  On Saturday and Sunday evenings, luminaria 

will be illuminated around the gazebo.  The Stepney Baptist Church has been invited to ring their 

church bells at the time of each attack. Members of the community and through out the area are 

invited to visit the memorial. No official ceremony is scheduled. 

Ten years ago, on the morning of September 11th a series of four-coordinated hijacker 

suicide attacks by al-Qaeda were executed.  American Airlines Flight 11 and United Airlines 

Flight 175 crashed into the World Trade Center towers in NYC with both towers collapsing 

within two hours and destroying surrounding buildings.  American Airlines Flight 77, was 

crashed into the Pentagon. Hijackers redirected a fourth plane toward Washington, D.C., 

targeting either the Capitol Building or the White House, but crashed it in a field near 

Shanksville in rural Pennsylvania after passengers attempted to retake control of the airliner. 

There were no survivors from any of the flights.     --more-- 
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In observance of the attacks on September 11, 2001, the Save Our Stepney Task Force 

installed small red, white and blue flags on the Green.  “Today, it only seems appropriate that we 

recreate a version of the memorial again, so as to never forget those who lost their lives in the 

attack.” said Joel Leneker, President of the Task Force.  

The Stepney Green is a significant venue for the memorial since many New England 

Greens often were used for public assembly. In the 1700‘s the Green was once used for militia 

drills and in 1817, was officially purchased for $140 to serve as a place of parade by the 

Birdsey’s Plain Rifle Company. On August 2, 1861, a civil war peace rally was staged for an end 

to fighting between the North and the South. In recent years, the Green has been used for 

community picnics, holiday tree lightings and Veteran’s Day services.  

The Save Our Stepney Task Force is a volunteer group of business owners, residents, and 

interested citizens of Monroe and neighboring communities. The task force was organized in 

May 2001 in response to a Connecticut Department of Transportation proposal to widen Route 

25. In the Stepney section of Monroe, the plan targeted many historic buildings for demolition 

and some open space for elimination. The Save Our Stepney Task Force’s educational and 

charitable purpose is to preserve and enhance the historic and natural features within the village 

of Stepney, a village incorporated within the town of Monroe. Its mission includes identifying, 

documenting, improving and/or preserving the historic, cultural, and natural properties of 

Stepney. The group meets on the third Wednesday of each month, at 7:00pm.  

The Save Our Stepney Task Force invites all who wish to help with the 911 Memorial 

installation to arrive at the Stepney Green on Saturday, September 10th at 3:00pm. Donations to 

help defray the cost of the memorial are welcomed. Please contact Joel Leneker at 203.268.0247 

for further information. 
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